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New & Renewed Members
Please Welcome:  Chanh Nguyen
Renewals:

James Christiansen

Noelle Clark
Scott Grunfor

Marshall Granger
Thomas Lebens

“Thank You for Being a Member of MBCA Central Coast Section!”
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Automotive Concours
at Monarch Dunes
September 24th, 2017 10AM – 4PM

“Expecting over 200 vehicles which will be
displayed on the Challenge Course at
Trilogy’s Monarch Dunes in Nipomo.”

Bob and Sherry invite members of the
Mercedes Benz Central Coast Section to
drop by Sunday morning at 9:30 for a
Continental breakfast before heading out
on the course to see all the great cars!

Please RSVP before September 22nd


The Budkes
1539 Vista Tesoro
Nipomo, CA 93444

707-391-5926
rwbudke@aol.com

Paso Robles

Sherry & Bob

Santa Maria

Arroyo Grande

Just a small sampling of the beauty our Central Coast Section includes!
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Oktoberfest 2017 - MBCA Central Coast Section
Click the above link to view and print the event flier for our section’s Annual Oktoberfest!

Join us on September 23, 2017 for an amazing celebration of
Oktoberfest hosted by our very own, Gary Grunwald!
Cost is only @20 per person and must be mailed by September 19th.

Call Gary at 805/929-2414 for more information!

You Are Needed!
Your Central Coast Section of the Mercedes-Benz
Club of America needs YOU!
Contact President Yvonne to Volunteer!
In just 3 months our section will need the following:
*** 2018 President & 2018 Newsletter Editor ***
And Other Required Positions To Be Filled!
Existing Officers and Chairpersons are reaching the maximum term limits!
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President’s Message

“Convertibles”
It figures that all the earliest automobiles were all open roofed. By the turn of the 20th century, cars
sprouted surrey-like fabric roofs and primitive folding tops. Drivers were spending more time on the roads,
and needed protection from the weather, and from dirt stirred up by horses. The first automobile offered
with an enclosed body in 1899 was the Renault Type B. In the 1920s, when steel bodies began to be
mass-produced, closed cars became available to the average buyer to the demise of fully open cars
becoming 90% of the market, up from 10% from the decade before.
Fixed-roof cars of the early 20th century could feel claustrophobic. In the mid-1920s, convertibles, or cars
that could convert from being open to being fully closed, were produced. Convertibles of the time were
often leaky, drafty, noisy, and insecure. The onset of the Great Depression hit the automobile industry hard,
especially the sporty end of the spectrum where the convertible resided. By 1936, convertible cars were a
method of transport for the wealthy. In the 1930’s the retractable hardtop was introduced with the
self-storing roof structure lowering behind the driver’s compartment. Also, in the late 1930’s a
power-operated convertible top was invented that made raising and lowering the top (previously done
manually) much faster and less labor-intensive. Despite these innovations, window sealing and rattling
were still a problem, so a less expensive option was to produce cars with full-frame doors with a folding
fabric top. World War II later contributed to a resurgence in convertible popularity. As Americans went
overseas during the war, they saw drivers in countries such as England and France taking soft-top
roadsters out. By 1950, every American car maker had a convertible in its lineup -- 33 models in all. And
from 1962 through 1966, convertibles accounted for six percent of car sales.
Although cruising with the top down became an American summer tradition, American car production for
convertible body styles fell to nearly disappearing beginning in the 1970’s due to safety, security, and the
faster pace of life. Auto makers said the real culprits were air conditioning, sun roofs and high-speed
freeways.
The convertible, having gone through extreme highs and lows during more than a century of automotive
history, nowadays, are only a tiny number of cars sold in the US annually. In fact, convertibles only made
up 0.7% of worldwide automobile sales last year. Not considered practical for family raising, ownership of a
convertible is often postponed as far as retirement or mid-life crisis time. It isn’t odd to see a gray-haired
man driving around in a convertible with the top down on a sunny summer day.
Despite all of its struggles, the convertible top has managed to weather the storms to survive today’s
market. Today’s wondrous electronically-controlled power-folding hardtops convert from closed to
convertible and back in a matter of seconds. And when closed they’re as quiet, as water- and airtight, and
as secure as a fixed-top sedan. Not until recently, convertibles were best suited to leisurely cruising on
warm summer evenings. Automakers have since almost universally focused on adding structural rigidity to
convertibles, both with the top up and down. Advances in materials and design will contribute to bring down
the cost and weight of retractable hardtop systems without compromising their benefits: added structural
strength, quieter interiors, and greater resistance to vandalism, and retention of a modern-looking and
aerodynamic fixed roofline. It is predicted that with a few exceptions, the folding hardtop convertible will
continue to dominate the convertible market for these superior characteristics, and the year-round
drivability it affords. Top-down driving has never been more accessible and practical, or more fun, than it is
today.
It's that childish, smiley fun that makes a comparison between the convertible version of any car and its
roofed relative difficult, because it goes beyond mere logic. And think about it: when was the last time you
saw an unhappy couple driving around with the top down?

 Our Mercedes Benz SLK convertible has turned out to be the perfect rally car. I can attest, with the
combination of wind noise and exposure it’s almost impossible to argue in a convertible! ~Yvonne
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Contact Us!
President:
Yvonne Lazear (805) 771-8587
Vice President:
Gene Kruger (805) 544-2002
Secretary:
Sally Kruger (805) 544-2002
Treasurer:
Eileen Blair (805) 489-9171
Newsletter:
Brian Wampler (805) 704-0950

Save
These
Dates!

Upcoming Events Calendar
September 23, 2017

2017 Oktoberfest
RSVP Requested
Gary Grunwald
805/929-2414

September 24, 2017

Monarch Dunes Concours

Come
Join
Us!

RSVP Requested
Bob & Sherry Budke
707/391-5926

No 2017 Regional Events Listed at Publication
To host or suggest an event, please contact
Rich Leamon, our Activities Chairperson.
(805) 771-8587
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Central Coast Section Business
Event Hosts!
Please read and print these forms!
Click links below to open document.
Please contact our Activities Chairperson
If you need assistance reporting an event!
NEW! MBCA Event Reporting Guidelines!
“...All Section Events MUST Be Reported to the NBO in Advance...”

Release of Liability Form (Group B)
What event would you like to plan or host for your club?
All section events are made possible by our members participating!

“2017 Central Coast Section Annual Picture Rally”
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2017 Picture Rally
Event Report
By Brian Wampler

This year we started our
annual Picture Rally at Alfano
Motorcars
in San Luis
Obispo,
our
section’s
Mercedes-Benz dealership.

We started our day by
meeting
the dealership’s
General
Manager,
Mike
Tegge, while enjoying the
provided pastries and coffee!
After all 20 participants
signed the MBCA event
waiver, we held a meeting
where the rally packets and
verbal
instructions
were
distributed.

Our section photographer,
Mary Nohr snapped pictures
of the 9 vehicles lined up and
ready to go!
Rallymasters
(term used
loosely),
Brian & Jami
Wampler
answered
last
minute
questions
before
sending the group out with

Complimentary
gifts
of
Mercedes-Benz hats and
fabric grocery bags provided
by Manager Mike and Alfano
Motorcars.
Picture Rally participants
followed a set of driving
instructions along a route
which took them past signs
and roadside attractions.
Within the rally packet there
were sequential pictures of
the roadside signs which had
been altered to remove a
portion
of
the
sign’s
information. The rally goal
was multipart: follow the
prescribed route, recognize
the sign from the picture, and
then
determine
what
information is missing. Yes,
all of this is why participants
cannot participate without at
least two people per vehicle!

The rally concluded at the Paso
Robles Inn where a buffet style
luncheon was ready for the
nourishment of participants. We
had a large private room in the
newly remodeled restaurant so
we could visit with other
members and learn the results
of the rally.

Rich Leamon and Yvonne

Lazear may have been the last
team to arrive, but they also
had the most accurate rally
packet and claimed 1st place!

2nd place, by a very close
margin, was captured by the
“Stack the Deck” Team Blair!
Bob & Eileen Blair had four sets
of eyes in their vehicle,
including their daughter and the
rally master's son! Maybe if Bob
didn’t have such a heavy foot,
the team would have been 1st?
Rich & Mary Nohr earned 3rd
place honors, but many of us
think they were just being nice
to the rest of the gang since
they are such experienced rally
participants!

Our Western Region director,
Allen
Wrenn
was
in
attendance! However, Allen
missed one of the driving
instructions and ended up on
a
sightseeing
journey
through northern San Luis
Obispo County. This goes to
show, even a seasoned
MBCA member can have
challenges with a picture
rally! Thanks for coming,
Allen!

Thank you to everyone who
participated in this year’s rally
and for making the event safe
and fun for everyone!
With thanks, ~Brian
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Support Our Advertisers!

Refer new advertisers to our Advertising Chairperson, Tracy Del Rio (805) 801-9476

Remaining 2017 Section Events
● September 23 - Oktoberfest- Gary Grunwald
● September 24 - Monarch Dunes Car Show
● October 28 - Planning meeting - Bob and Eileen Blair
● December 17th - Christmas party - Keys & Alfano

©MBCA Incorporated, Central Coast Section
You are receiving this email because you are a member of the Central Coast Section of MBCA
Please contact our Newsletter Editor at ccmbca@gmail.com to be removed from future communications.
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