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PRESIDENT’s MESSAGE —Yvonne Lazear
Greetings CC Benzers!
What is it about old cars that make us
want to own one, or indeed for hundreds of
thousands of people, to actually go out and
buy one? It could be explained as fulfilling
that desire to own something that you thought
was very special, and yet was financially unattainable. Owning a classic car is a movement popular in the USA, the UK and parts of
Western Europe, and has become a multibillion-dollar industry. Enthusiasts spend
thousands of dollars restoring precious old
cars. They spend thousands of man hours in cold, often cramped and usually damp garages, risking in the future severe bouts of rheumatism from
laying on inadequately cushioned concrete floors - so where is the sense in
all this?
Today’s cars, like the Mercedes, are faster, more comfortable, safer, have more reliable engines and transmissions, and are increasing reliant
on technology. Steering wheel systems became powered and then speed
sensitive, brakes changed from drums to discs, ABS was added, and now
autonomous braking. Engine ignition was improved with fuel injection
systems, dynamos became alternators, suspension systems changed from
leaf springs and live rear axles to independent all round, and so on. We
now have rain sensitive windshields: light sensitive headlights: electric
switches for seat for adjustment, automatically adjusting rear view mirrors; and the list is ever growing. Cushioned from almost every bump and
irregularity on the road, cars can accelerate you out of trouble, and automatically compensate if you enter a bend too quickly. On top of that, the
days of a complete automated machine cannot be far off.
Unfortunately, it is no longer an easy matter for the car owner to
service his or her own vehicle. With the advent of electronic engine management systems, extremely sophisticated suspension systems, dynamic
stability control systems etc. it is almost impossible for the DIY person to
fix their own car without access to expensive diagnostic equipment. The
days of having a good set of tools with which you could tackle most jobs
are long gone.
So is it any wonder why is it that we want to hold onto cars from
yesteryear? We remember the cars our fathers and mothers drove; indeed,
we were carted around in them for many years. Quentin Wilson said in his
book, The Ultimate Classic Car Book, “Our affair with old cars is purely
emotional, fiercely partisan, terminally subjective and completely without
logic or order.” This statement neatly encapsulates the feelings of most of
us who own, or just admire classic cars. Perhaps we love these cars because they bring a smile to our face, and because they generate a little
warm feeling within our souls. We admire those who enjoy getting their
hands dirty, and those who moan about their car when it goes wrong,
while, perversely, extolling its virtues to any member who will listen.
Maybe, that is why we join the Mercedes Club, to share our pleasure with
others of a similar persuasion, or just to get a closer look with genuine interest and affection at those fine vehicles from an age gone by.
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2016 Calendar of Events
July 16, Picture Rally

Memo: Aug 19, Legends of the Autobahn & Aug 21 Pebble Beach Concours
August 27, Mullin Automotive Museum (Oxnard, CA)

September 24, Oktoberfest
October 29, Pumpkin Pursuit
November 12, Business and 2017 Planning Meeting
December 18, Holiday Party
Dates and Events are Subject to Change

Advertise in our Newsletter!
ᵒ Business Card Size Ad: $25 per year for members
ᵒ Quarter Page Ad: $50 per year for members
ᵒ Half Page Ad: $100 per year for members
ᵒ Full Page Ad: $200 per year for members
ᵒ Non-members are charged twice the member rate

Contact Tracy Del Rio to arrange!
805-801-9476
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COMING: July 16, Picture Rally: RSVP by 7/12

July 2016
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COMING: August 27, Mullin Automotive Museum

Mullin Automotive Museum, Oxnard
Saturday, August 27, 2016
Meet at Nohr’s Auto Haus,
Buellton @ 8:30am

Caravan to Oxnard, Arrive at approx. 10:15. for 10:30 docent tour
Please don’t be late. We leave at 8:30am sharp
We will be at the shop by 7:45am for your arrivals

Mullin Car Museum Cost

Seniors, (65+)
Adults:
Child, (3-11)

$12.00
$15.00
$8.00

Lunch AT Café Zack, Ventura
4 choices of menu
Cost per person: $25.00

RSVP by August 7th

Need money by August 7th as tickets have to be purchased in advance.
Please email me if you are coming to get an early count.

Complete form and send check (make out to Mary Nohr) to:
Mary Nohr
855 Carriage Drive
Solvang, CA 93463
688-7192 (home)
Email: nglass@impulse.net

# Attending @Price
Museum
Seniors
Adults
Children
Lunch
TOTAL

PHOTOGRAPHY PERMITTED
AT MUSEUM. ONLY CAMERA
DEVICE
ALLOWED. NO HANDBAGS,
OR BACK PACKS. NO TRI PODS, OR
SELFIE STICKS, APPROPRIATE ATTIRE

$12.00
$15.00
$8.00
$25.00

= Total $
$
$
$
$
$

NOHR'S AUTO HAUS, 141 E. HWY 246, Unit Q BUELLTON 688-7153
Take 101 to Buellton, Exit Hwy 246, Solvang / Lompoc. (2nd exit) 140A
Turn right onto Hwy 246 and immediate right into next driveway. Napa Store
Complex called Park Center. We are all the way in the back of the complex.
Get filled up at gas stations if needed before we take off. Stations on both
sides of freeway.
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COMING: December 18, Holiday Party

Mercedes-Benz Club of America
Central Coast Section

Christmas Party
12:30 PM Sunday, December 18th
San Luis Obispo Country Club
PLAN AHEAD Save the date!
The Christmas Party this year will be an afternoon lunch at the San Luis
Obispo County Club.
Join us for an afternoon of fun, games and good food as we celebrate the
holidays.
Show off your car at a gathering in the parking lot.
Bring one funny, wise, idiotic or great wrapped gift per attendee to exchange (≈ $10).
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Past: May 20-22 Southwest Regional Solvang Event
Saturday, May 21st we arrived in Buellton at the Anderson Inn, founded in 1924 by Anton and Juliette Andersen Danish Immigrants, and joined the gang in the Long-Beach South
Bay Section's hospitality Suite. In addition to our Central Coast
Section in the Western Region, we were welcomed by members
from the sections of the Southwest Region represented by Los
Angeles, Channel Islands, San Diego, Orange County, and Desert Stars. Members who elected to arrive
the night before, were served upon arrival,
with food, beverages, and entertaining and
stimulating member discussions in the same
hospitality suite.
After greetings, we got our rallye
instructions from Gerhard (and wife Isolde)
Fuhrman, our Rallye Master, and organizer
of the event. Off we started into the back
roads of Santa Ynez valley. The drive was
beautiful with perfect weather, plentiful win- Celebrity line up; Lynn Hern President Orange County Section,
eries, along with animal and produce farms. Gerhard Fehrmann Long- Beach-South Bay Section treasurer and
Lunch stop was at the Koehler win- event host, Terry Kiwala, National President, Steve Ross, National
ery where we feasted on tri-tip and chicken, Vice President, Bud Cloninger, South West Regional Director and
beans, rice, salad and rolls. The rallye took Yvonne Lazear, Central Coast Section President.
us
through the towns of Los Alamos, Orcutt, Los Olivos, and Santa
Ynez. It was truly a lovely peaceful
drive.
After the rallye we visited the
Nohr’s Auto Haus in Buellton with
owners Rich and Mary Nohr, Central
Coast section members. Mary, a certified Mercedes-Benz Mechanic, and a
contributor to the Star Magazine gave
us a tour of their shop. She is also an accomplished artist working in glass
Sally and Gene Kruger
and other media sculptures.
After the rallye, and later in the evening, our awards banquet was held at the Vineyard Restaurant in Santa Ynez. We had four entrée dinner choices which everyone loved! All of the attendees
were given a wine goblet engraved with the MBCA Logo and the event. After dinner, Gerhard, made
the awards presentations to the anxiously awaiting members. Not surprisingly,
the winners were all from the Central Coast section! First place in the Concours
went to Gene & Sally Kruger with their beautiful 1961 220S. And first place
rallye winners went to Rich & Yvonne (Lazear) Leamon driving a 230SLK.
Sunday morning, Gerhard arranged a private tour of the Mendenhall's
Museum of Gasoline Pumps & Petroliana. The museum has collections including gasoline pumps, globes, and porcelain
Yvonne and Rich
gas, oil, & road signs. There are also race
cars, racing memorabilia, license plates, gas & oil items, and other
miscellaneous antiques. This was started over fifty years ago by
the late Jack Mendenhall and is carried on today by his son and
daughter in law, Mark and Vickie.
We all had a wonderful time and many thanks to our hosts.
Regional events are really fun!
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NATIONAL NEWS

Spring 2016 Raffle for 2016 Airstream
Interstate + $20K Cash
Each ticket to win is $50, Total raffle prize
value: $178,286.
Ticket sales end June 1, 2016

LEGENDS OF THE AUTOBAHN
AUGUST 19 2016, 9am-3pm
NICKLAUS CLUB-MONTEREY
http://www.legendsoftheautobahn.org/

August 3-6, StarFest 2016 in New England
National Event Hosted by Minuteman—
Registration Ends July 1. Star Fest will take
place in Connecticut's "Quiet Corner" with
lush Green Valleys and picturesque Hilltop
Farms. From the seashore near the host hotel,
Mohegan Sun, to the lush greenery near the
host track, the two linked by a short trip on I395. Registration is open at:
starfest2016.mbca.org

Thank you for your
membership renewal!

Jeanette Heinz Charlie Alfano
George Garcia Gary Sirkin
Scott Grandfor Robert Robbins
Darlene Stacey
Jim Rizzoli
Thomas Lebens Kyle Rizzoli
Marshall Granger

Order your
MBCA Name
Badge - $10 each
LOG IN FIRST, THEN
www.mbca.org/product/namebadge or call the MBCA office at
(800) 637-2360

Mercedes Benz Central Coast Section
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Mary and Rich Nohr raise a glass
of champagne to celebrate the
installation of their helix sculpture
at the Lompoc Valley Medical
Center in early August. Courtesy
photo of the Valley News.

Coming!! Central Coast Events
Picture Rally and Lunch
July 16

Mullin Automotive Museum
August 27

