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2021 Events
All events are canceled due to the Corona virus.
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When events are allowed a flyer will
be sent out.

A Message from
the Editor
This is a special time for our section because our events have been canceled due
to the Corona virus. We can’t wait until we
can resume our meetings.
Instead of event reports I asked members
to tell us about the automotive related activities.
The next newsletter will be published in
June, 2021. Please send me submissions.
Phil Keys

New & Renewed
Members
New:

None

Renewals:

Gary Flanagan
Chuck Harkins
Richard Leamon
Joseph Montecalvo
Mary Nohr
Joe Thomas
James Valente

SECTION OFFICERS:
President
Vacant Position
Vice President
Gene Kruger

544-2002

Secretary
Sally Kruger

544-2002

Treasurer
Eileen Blair

489-9171

BOARD MEMBERS:
Membership
Mary Nohr

688-7192

Activities
Mary Nohr

688-7192

Advertising
Vacant Position
Technical
Bob Blair

489-9171

Hospitality
Gary Grunwald

929-2414

Photographer
Mary Nohr

688-7192

Newsletter Editor:
Phil Keys
547-1715
philk557@gmail.com
Webmaster
Vacant Position

Change of Address
Please send change of email and/or mailing addresses or telephone number to the
editor.
When you change your e-mail address,
please let the MBCA national office know.
Otherwise I don’t receive the new address
from them, and you don’t receive the Der
Drei-Eck Wanderer.
Phil Keys
philk557@gmail.com
(805) 547-1715

CLUB INPUT RESULTS
Thank you to the 6 members that responded to my input survey. The
consensus is this:
They all agreed we should not disband,
they are not in the club just for the STAR magazine,
those that want to run for office are already officers or engaged in the
club.
Suggestions for events:
Driving and lunch with car rallies and winery stops,
Membership appreciation,
Christmas and Oktoberfest parties
and a tech event if possible.
This is pretty much what our club events look like each year. I guess we
keep moving along with our limited membership participation and hope to
see more faces at our events. Any suggestions are always welcome so
contact any of the officers if you have an idea for an event.
When the weather warms up and if we are still complying with social distancing I would suggest a fun drive and then meet at a park and everyone brings there own lunch and chairs and we sit around a circle distancing, but still able to have a conversation. Could be a fun event.
Keep an eye up north for a great park area and email me if you have any
ideas about this event or others.
Mary Nohr
Events Chairman

Robbie Robbins’ Mercedes Collection
I truly appreciate the chance to reminisce
about my cars. It was a very humble time for
me to own some of the greatest works of art
and mechanics all rolled up into one item
such as these. Returning some and maintaining others was for me an honor and a
pleasure few get to enjoy in their lives.
In 1964 I learned how to drive in a very used
Triumph TR3 and my dad had a serious love
affair with a 1957 Austin Healey 100-6. My
love for cars eventually brought me to Mercedes and I can see beauty in all of them.
There aren’t too many cars I couldn’t love as
much. You understand there is a human
gene for Motörheads!

green and we also have a 1995 300 CE cabin
in Ice Blue Metallic with navy top and interior.
I am a lucky guy.
Uh oh. I bid on a 2005 E320 on MB Market
and the seller lowered the reserve. So I now
am adding a 45,000 mile E320 on Everest
Green to the collection. Yikes
MB Market is a recent cool website that went
to Mercedes only auctions. Some really neat
cars. I’ve spoken to the founders because,
well its COVID and there is fun in chatting.
T h e y
a r e
s e r i o u s
M B
heads. Thembmarket.com

During this time I did have a number of interesting Mercedes and some rare muscle cars
but unfortunately I was not good at taking
photos.

Also I have been working on the SL and the
124s and been replacing plastic parts. I have
found “Classic Trim Parts” out of Buffalo,
New York. Parts are from original molds and
come with great instructions.

Now I enjoy less expensive Mercedes that
are unique in color. Aside from the 129 and
124 I just bought an E320 sedan in Everest

Be well and Safe
Robbie Robbins
AKA Donkster1 on Instagram

My most “gentle” ride Old Willie

The red and tan cabriolet was a total restoration done by Hatch and Sons of Massachusetts and was the last classic Mercedes
I acquired.
It is a 1970 low grill 111 of which I believe
250 or so were built. I purchased it from the
original owner and they told me at the time
that is was a special order color for the
wife. It was like most all of my cars a well
loved and well used car. The car when
complete was slightly different from the
original as we found a pair of town and
country horns. Getting a new white steering

The blue 111, a 1971 3.5 cabriolet, was a
triple blue total restoration as well and I also
bought that from an original owner. This
was my first classic Mercedes as I had
mostly enjoyed American muscle cars. I
chose Hatch and Sons to do the restoration
as they were totally family run and very
easy for me to collaborate with.
One quick story about the blue 111. The
original owner was from a German family

wheel and shift knob was quite a project
and took over a year from Mercedes.
When complete the car was put on the
show circuit by the Hatch crew for nearly
two years. The car did extremely well, never
taking less than best in class but most often
best in show. I retired it after the Mercedes
Benz 100th Anniversary show in Santa Barbara where it did win best in show. While
planning our relocation for two years it became a very frequent driver.

who were in the cloth ribbon business in
Germany for over 150 years. They were
and are the original patent holders for Velcro.
Needless to say Velcro was used throughout the interior of the 111 to hold everything
and then some. There was Velcro to hold
eyeglasses, phones, papers and whatever
else. It was a hoot.

The tobacco tan (not pictured) was a totally
original Euro 111 1971 3.5 that had been in
Atlanta where we lived prior to moving to the
Central Coast.
It was a car I saw in
town. When the owner died it was put up for
auction at a very famous regional antique
dealer called the Red Baron. I purchased it at
auction and sent it to Hatch to have a com-

plete inspection but no restoration, only refreshing. The car had roll up windows and no
A/C! When I sold my collection this car, one
of my 6.3s and my Euro 6.9 went together to
Les Wexner who at the time owned the Limited and he had just purchased Victoria’s Secret.

The 280 SL was a one owner 1970 in anthracite with red leather and an automatic transmission. Bob Hatch the Patriarch and by now
a good friend found it for me as it was a
model my wife always loved.

I asked her if she had stopped for gas as the
chrome locking gas cap was missing. I called
Bob and he said the transporter insisted on
removing some fuel before loading and perhaps the cap had not been secured and
locked. I told him to just order a new one. He
told me that because it was an optional locking cap it was about $325 and would take
months to get one from Germany.

I had them do a total restoration and arranged
to have it delivered on St. Valentines day. It
arrived as planned and it was instant love as
my sweetie watched it roll out of the transport.
The fellow parked and handed the keys to
“The Boss” who demurely took them but it
took a great deal of coaxing to get her to take
it for a drive. We adjusted the seats and mirrors and off she went. She took a short drive
on familiar roads and came home with a
smile.

She jumped back into the car and returned
about a half an hour later. She had found it
were she accelerated from a light and it must
have fallen off. She handed me the keys and
the cap and said she would never drive it
again, and she never did.

my “Pre First Retirement” collection

The last car is my beloved 1957 300SL factory original Rudge wheel roadster with a
factory hardtop. I purchased it from the
second owner in Houston where the car
was from originally.
I was on my way to the Bondurant driving
school with Gullwing group members and
stopped in Houston to check out the car. It
had been a spare no expense restoration
that was spectacular and I was told had
been the Gullwing Group Car of the Year at
least once. John Olson who owned the SL
Market Letter was brokering the car and
had also arranged for the driving school.

The owner had had some business reversal on top of being financially way over his
head on a 190SL restoration and he was
selling it for less than the restoration
cost. It had a complete tool kit, manuals
and a complete set of fitted Mercedes luggage.
For many more years it was nearly my off
work daily driver. We would take it everywhere and it never failed to cause fear in
the eyes of valet parkers. Before selling it I
sent up to Hatch for a total refreshing and it
remains with the family that bought it when
we sold it.

my “Pre First Retirement” collection

1993 300CE Sportline Coupe
This is my 1993 300CE Sportline Coupe I’ve
owned it about 10 years and it has 107,348
miles. The color is a factory original Bornite
color with black interior.
The Sportline had some interesting options
including 1/2” larger wheels as well as different

suspension parts and steering wheel.
Mine also has a factory phone as well as
heated seats and ASR. It is on 17” AMG
wheels now and has an updated radio and
Euro headlights.

2000 SL 500 Designo
slate blue metallic 1 of 250

1993 300CE Cab
I tried to be brief but many more cars and interesting stories. This cab was an “always
Paso Robles” car that was bought new in Los
Angeles. A buddy called me and told me it
had been at McCarthy’s for awhile and it was
on consignment by the daughter who had inherited it from the dad. All original with a few
needs that had made it difficult to sell. It had
been loved and all of the typical issues for
these cars had been addressed by the owner
and there was a receipt for EVERYTHING.
When our youngest son decided on a career
change and moved from SF to LA he needed
a car so I gave him this on loan. He is in the
live music business and the car was considered really cool by his coworkers.
Alas it was hit in the rear during a rain
storm. The shop we used for repairs down
there is L & M motors, I think the first indie

MB shop in LA founded in 1961. One of the
original partners and Ludwig, the L in L&M,
still own it and they oversee all the work everyday.
He recommended Beverly Coachworks who
is a friend and a Mercedes preferred body
shop. Peter, who was a Hungarian refuge
during the 1956 uprising, grew up loving MB
and took on the project.
The insurance company wanted to total the
car because most of the rear bumper parts
were unavailable at any price. Peter said he
would repair the car for reasonable cost and
the insurance gave him the ok. It took six
months and three parts cars to complete. I
helped my son with a CLK cabriolet from Alfano and the cab is back in SLO.

